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and the position was revealed in all its stark horror.
Germany was defeated. Nothing could alter that, and the
sudden realization of this appalling fact sent Ludendorff's
highly-strung mind reeling from its moorings of sanity.
In panic he appealed to Hindenburg, to the Emperor, to
the Chancellor to take some action which should mitigate
the catastrophe and stave off the humiliation of a surrender
in the field. In a wild frenzy of despair he demanded an
instant request for an armistice on the basis of the Fourteen
Points and the immediate democratization of the Constitu-
tion. No Paul on the road to any Damascus was more
suddenly converted than was Ludendorff to the cause of
peace and democracy. Never did a dictator take such
infinite pains to secure power to his antagonists as did
the First Quartermaster-General when he planned the
" Eevolution from above ". " The parliamentarization of
Germany was not fought for by the Reichstag; it was
ordered by Ludendorff." l

Despite the efforts of the new Chancellor, Prince Max
of Baden, to oppose undue precipitancy in opening negotia-
tions and thereby avoid the appearance of a death-bed
repentance on the part of Germany, Ludendorff, dragging
an unwilling Hindenburg in his train, insisted that an offer
of peace be made at once, and with a heavy heart Prince
Max signed the note of October 4.2

Again the Germans had misconstrued the situation and
under-estimated the damnosa liereditas of Brest-Litovsk.
It was now too late for them to accept the Fourteen Points
as a " basis for negotiations ". In the hey-day of their
power they had mocked at the new tables of the law, and
now, when they had changed their tune, they found that
the Allies had changed theirs also. " The pronouncements
of President Wilson were a statement of attitude made
before the Brest-Litovsk treaty ", ran an official British
Memorandum. "... They cannot, therefore, be understood
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